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(54) ELECTROPHOTOGRAPHIC DEVELOPING METHOD 

~(57)Abstractf 

PURPOSE: To enhance thee reproducibility of 
picture image end part and improve the gradient, 
by developing while turning an electrostatic 
image holder and a sleeve to carry the toner in 
the same direction and at a roughly same speed, 
with a gap being maintained between the two, 
and applying alternating field less than 1kHz in 
frequency. 

CONSTITUTION: A photosensitive drum 11, and 
a nonmagnetic sleeve 12 enveloping a magnet 
inside are opposedly provided, keeping a gap 
larger than the thickness of the toner layer 
which carries the sleeve 12, and a bias in the 
phase of a specific polarity is applied. In the 
developing gap, the toner is caused to reach the 
picture image part and non-picutre image part of 
the sensitive drum 1 1 from the sleeve, and an alternating field in the phase of 
reverse polarity is applied to return the toner reaching the non-picture image part 
to the sleeve 1 2 side. In such developing unit, the both members 1 1 and 1 2 are 
rotated in the same direction at an equal speed, and an alternating field of which 
frequency is less than 1kHz is applied to the developing gap. In this process, the 
development is carried out at the same time. 
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